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Platinum Total Fabricare Tour 

Sandy Waite takes ABWA members and guests 
on a tour of Platinum Total Fabricare.  Photo 
submitted by Sandy Waite. 

Nina DiSessa-Christensen, Debbie Mandell, 
Kellee Newberry and other guests tour  
Platinum Total Fabricare.   Photo submitted by 
Sandy Waite. 

Rachelle Dover and Meriam Reed get social at 
the Platinum Total Fabricare tour.   Photo sub-
mitted by Sandy Waite. 

ABWA members and guests tour Platinum  
Total Fabricare.  Photo submitted by Sandy 
Waite. 

ABWA members and guests listen to Sandy 
Waite talk about the dry cleaning process.  
Photo submitted by Sandy Waite 
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ABWA Members Information  

Resource Table 
Attention one and all –  

don’t miss your chance for a member  
benefit!   

 

Support your businesses at the  
Chapter meeting.  

 
 Utilize the Business Information table  

available for ABWA members only. 
 

As a member you have the opportunity to 

place your business information and busi-
ness cards on the table at each Chapter 

meeting.   
 

There is limited space so only brochures 
and cards are permitted.  Please see Patty 
Stanczik prior to the meeting if you have 

any questions.   
 

Members stop by the member information 
table at the meeting.   

 

Support your ABWA sisters! 

 

www.abwaneapolitan.org 

For Board and Meeting 
Minutes 

Click Here 

Future Fun and Frivolity 

Now, I want to mark your calendar for some up coming 
dates and more details will follow:  BOTH OF THESE 
RSVP REQUIRED! 
 
January 15, (Tuesday) from 4:30 to 6:30p – The Boys 
& Girls Club have invited us for a private tour of their 
facilities and reception afterwards with food served by 
their culinary students!  They are very proud on their 
new facility and they should be because they doubled 
their capacity and now serve over 1,100 kids! 
 
There is a catch here – if you’re going to go and we 
hope that you do because it’s a wonderful experience, 
but you may decide you want your kids to go here or 
that someone else you know may be interested, but if 
you go, you need to be there at 4:30p for the tour and 
please do not just show up for the reception.  We need 
to give them that courtesy. 
Boys & Club is located at 7500 Davis Blvd. 
 
February 23 (Saturday) from 10:30a to 11:30a – Shy 
Wolf Sanctuary, Sylvania Collier has arranged for us to 
have a rare tour of this privately run wildlife sanctuary.  
Please wear comfortable clothes and shoes.  If you wish, 
you will even have the opportunity to get into the cage 
with these tamed gentle loving animals.  What a won-
derful one-of-kind experience.  The sanctuary does help 
other animals as well. 
 
The Shy Wolf Sanctuary has been on the news recently 
with the wolf sighting at Pelican Marsh golf course.  
They were sought out as experts on wolves.   The Shy 
Wolf Sanctuary is located off 27th Street SW off of 
White Blvd in Golden Gate. 

By Rachelle Dover 
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Education 
By Jessica Macera 

Greetings ABWA Sisters! I hope this committee update finds you well. 
 
The Education Committee is getting ready to shift into high gear. We have started accepting applications for 
the Stephen Bufton Memorial Educational Fund (SBMEF) Outright Grants Program and the Business Skills 
Tuition Reimbursement program. 
 
The Outright Grants Program offers females who are seeking a degree and who are completing their sopho-
more year in college to get up to $1500.00 in grant money. The Business Skills Tuition Reimbursement pro-
gram is available as a reimbursement for up to half of the expense of a non-degree class, up to $500. For in-
stance, if you took a Quickbooks class to help you in your job, you could submit the application and possibly 
be awarded a reimbursement for half the cost! 
 
There are many deadlines and criteria for eligibility, so please contact Debbie Mandell or Jessica Macera for 
more information. Applications are attached to this newsletter and will soon be posted on the website, 
www.abwaneapolitan.org . 
 
Important dates and times: 
 
Tuesday, January 8, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.: Scholarship Criteria Review 

The Education Committee will meet at Midwest Title to review scholarship criteria for the 
upcoming scholarship awards. This is an important meeting and all committee members are 
requested to attend. 

 
Tuesday, January 22, 2008: Scholarship Criteria Vote at Chapter Meeting 

The Education Committee will present the scholarship awards criteria to the general member-
ship for a vote. The criteria must be approved by the Chapter, so please don’t miss this Chap-
ter Meeting! 

 
Saturday, April 12, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.: Scholarship Application Review 

The Education Committee will meet to review eligible scholarship applications and to decide 
which applicants will be recommended for an award. This meeting will be held at Midwest 
Title. 

 
Contact Information: 
Education Committee Chairman:  Debbie Mandell, A+ Skills Tutoring Service 
     Phone: (239) 254-9807 
     Email: D1Mandell@aol.com 
 
Education Committee Co-Chairman: Jessica Macera, Midwest Title 
     Phone: (239) 262-2163 
     Email: jmacera@midwesttitle.com 
     Address: 3936 Tamiami Trail North, Suite A 
         Naples, FL 34103 

http://www.abwaneapolitan.org/News/OutrightGrants.pdf
http://www.abwaneapolitan.org/News/BizSkillsTuitionReimburseAp.pdf


Carrie Kerskie 

Don’t Let the Grinch Steal Your Identity 

December 18, 2007 

 
Carrie Kerskie is the president of Marcone Investigations, Inc.  She oversees all services provided to the cli-
ents including corporate investigations, background asset investigations, Internet and computer investiga-
tions and criminal defense expert opinion. She also directs and performs surveillance for cases involving in-
fidelity, witness location, kidnapping recovery, workers’ compensation; threat assessment and employee 
theft. 
 
Carrie is a business professional with more than 12 years experience.  Prior to owning Marcone Investiga-
tions, she worked for some of the top investment and insurance companies in the country.  It was in those 
positions, that Carrie honed the skills and knowledge she would later use to solve some of Marcone Investi-
gations’ toughest cases.   
 
Carrie is very active in the community and is a member of the American Business Women’s Association; 
Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce; Florida Association of Private Investigators (FAPI); Florida Asso-
ciation of Licensed Investigators (FALI); an affiliate member of the Collier County Bar Association, and the 
committee secretary Cub Scouts Pack 242.   

December Meeting Program 
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Help Needed! 

Timer Keepers Needed for Political Forums in 2008 

 

The Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce will be hosting the following Political forums in Naples beginning 
in January 2008.  As a business alliance with the GNCC the members of the Neapolitan Chapter of ABWA 
have been offered the opportunity to participate in the forums as the official time keepers.  Two time keepers 
and one alternate will be needed for each of the forums listed below.  They will be held from 6pm to 7pm.  
Please contact Sandy Waite to volunteer for these positions.  swaite@platinumdrycleaners.com  
 
January 22      City Council Forum   Norris Center 
 
 
July 29   Sheriff’s Forum  Naples Hilton 
 
 
August 5      County Commissioners East Naples Comm. Center   
 
 
August 12        School Board Forum    (TBD) 

By Sandy Waite 
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Upcoming Programs 
By Sandy Waite 

January 22, 2008 Lina Lawson 

   ABWA National President 

   Business Etiquette 

   Update from National Headquarters 

   Kellee Newberry will announce 

    2008 Woman of the Year 

 

February 26, 2008 Candace Kaspers, Ph.D. 

   Sexcess in the Business World 

 

March 14, 2008  Women in History luncheon 

   Lois Bolin 

   Karen Rollins 

   Doris Reynolds 

  Don’t miss out on the fabulous pro 
  gram planned for the December 18th  
  Neapolitan Chapter Meeting.  Carrie  

  Kerskie will present “Don’t Let the  

  Grinch Steal Your Identity”. 
 
Bring a wrapped Holiday Ornament to exchange 

at the meeting.   

 

Spend an evening of fun with your ABWA sisters, 
friends and colleagues.  

Holiday Reminder 
By Sandy Waite 

Collier County Chamber Alliance Update 
By Sandy Waite 

The Neapolitan Chapter of ABWA is a member of the Collier County Chamber Alliance.  The alliance is holding meetings on a 
regular basis to discuss the current issues affecting the community.  
 
On October 17, 2007 Jessica Macera, Kelly Richardson and Sandy Waite represented ABWA in the meeting. 
 
General announcements were made to begin the meeting. 
 
The topic of the meeting was “U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) “, presented by Undersheriff Kevin Rambosk, 
Corporal Mike Williams, and Captain Chris Freeman of the Collier County Sheriffs Office. 
 
The next meeting will be held on December 18, 2007 at the Naples Chamber Building from 4:00pm – 5:30pm.  The topic of the 
meeting this month will be “The Other Side of the I-75 Story” presented by Gary Eidson, CTC founder and Chair; and Gina Downs, 
Director of Research.  The CTC is the Citizens Transportation Coalition of Collier County.  

             

If you are interested in attending this meeting or desire information about the involvement with the Chamber Alliance please contact 
Sandy Waite at swaite@platinumdrycleaners.com or 775-7232. 



November and December 
Birthdays 
Sarah Mihailoff  11/4 
Suzanne Kaye  11/4 
Margie Bowman 11/12 
Kellee Newberry 11/22 
Arlene Ponack  11/30 
Toby Buerger  12/3 
Nina Christensen 12/13 
Deann Segars  12/16 
Isabel Albuerene 12/19 

The ABWA Proud 
Code of Conduct 
1. All members will serve as goodwill ambas-

sador for the American Business Women's 
Association. 

 
2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs 
    and convictions to interfere with the  
    representation of ABWA's mission. 
 
3. Members will always treat their member col-   
    leagues, guests, vendors and sponsors with  
    honesty, respect, fairness and in good faith. 
 
4. A member serving in a leadership position for  
    ABWA will: 
 

•  Maintain compliance with ABWA 
National, Chapter and Express Net-
work bylaws. 

• Maintain her national membership 
dues at all times. 

• Not use her positional power to ad-
vance her personal interests. 

 
5. Members will strive for excellence in their  
    professions by maintaining and enhancing  
    their own business knowledge and skills, and  
    by encouraging the professional development  
    of other members. 
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Advertising 
Support ABWA by advertising your business in 

the monthly newsletter! 

 
♦ Annual Member Business Card Size Ad 

 $60 

♦ Annual Non-Member Business Card Size Ad  
 $75 

♦ Annual Member Double-Business Card Size Ad  

 $120 
♦ Annual Non-Member Double Business Card Size Ad 

 $145 

♦ Add a hyperlink to your website in your monthly Ad 

 $25  
(members and non-members - same rate) 

 

Be sure to tell your collogues and other businesses too! 

http://www.thewebprofessional.com
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ABWA OFFICERS 
 
President, Nina DiSessa-Christensen 

W:  659.3150  C:  580.7306 

laninta@comcast.net 

 

Vice President, Toby Buerger 

W:  353.4719  C:  293.8324 

ybot2@embarqmail.com 

 

Secretary, Simona Cook 

W:  793.9548  C:  776.5866 

sylcol2004@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer, Kellee Newberry 

W: 592.1875  C:  250.2308 

kelneww@comcast.net  

 

Immediate Past President, Kellee Newberry 

*Listed Previously 

 

APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Adopt A Precinct, Michele Smith 

W:  594.2005  C:  290.3703 

creative@irmsite.com 

 

Archives and Photography, Deann Segars 

W:  775.3455   

dsegars@geiger.com 

 

Professional Development/Education  

Debbie Mandell 

W: 254.9807  C:  272.9942 

D1mandell@aol.com 

Jessica Macera 

W: 262.2163  C:  293.0029 

jmacera@midwesttitle.com 

 

Hospitality, Sandi Colliflower 

W:  659.3174  H:  593.8840   

scolliflower@msn.com 

 

Membership, Patty Stanczik 

W: 434.9030  C:  297.7214 

stancpa@kellyservices.com  

Newsletter, Kelly Richardson 

W:  659.0660  C:  537.2515 

kel_m_richardson@yahoo.com 

 

Program, Sandy Waite 

W:  775.7232 xt. 10  C:  253.2225 

swaite@platinumdrycleaners.com 

 

Publicity, Arlene Ponack 

W: 601.7548  H:  592.6970 

arleneponack@aol.com 

 

Social,  Rachelle Dover 

C:  404.3681 

Rachelle@RealEstateRachelle.com 

 

Ways & Means, Co-Chairs 

Nina DiSessa-Christensen 

*Listed Previously 

Toby Buerger 

*Listed Previously 

 

Webmaster, Kellee Newberry 

*Listed Previously 

 

Woman of the Year 2007 

Nina DiSessa-Christensen 

 

Women in History Event, Gloria Kennedy 

W:  287-2039  H:  390-8783 

gjkennedy@embarqmail.com 

 

Holiday Auction, Carrie Kerskie 

W:  435.9111  C:  682.4197 

carrie@marconeinvestigations.com 

 

Trade Show, Sandi Colliflower 

*Listed Previously 

 

District Council Representatives 

Sandy Waite 
Michele Smith, Alternate 
Toby Buerger, Alternate 

 

Chamber Liaison/Alliance Committee 

Sandy Waite 
Jessica Macera 
 




